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Objective scope of res judicata is one of the most important part in the theory of 
judgment effect. It means when a judge need to make a decision on a  fact or evidence, 
which have been resolved in a former litigation court,  on what scope of fact or 
evidence should he make decision refer to the former litigation court decision. The 
common principle of objective scope of res judicata in civil law countries is that, the 
effect of res judicata is limited in the text of the judgment. Common law countries 
limit objective scope of res judicata through issue preclusion rules. In the era of 
litigation explosion, in order to avoid conflict judgment, improve the efficiency of 
lawsuit and save the litigation resource, countries are exploring road to give res 
judicata effect to reason of judgment. In this context, our country, which have not set 
up the system of objective scope of res judicata, need to explore the road to limit the 
objective scope of judgment effect, as we always have the absolute understanding of 
res judicata Scope because of some historical reasons. Based on legislative status of 
our judgment effect system, this article focus on the development history of civil 
judgment effect at home and abroad. The article is trying to search the balance of 
kinds of values ,based on which to explore a suitable mode of objective scope of res 
judicata for our country.  
After the abstract and conclusion, the article can be divided into four chapters: 
Chapter one: Summary of Res Judicata in Civil Judgment. This chapter tries to 
make clear the content and status of the theory of objective scope of res judicata 
through establishing a overall theoretical framework. The author intents to emphasize 
the current complexity status of our country by analyzing the traditional theory and 
expansion of objective scope of res judicata in foreign countries. 
Chapter two: Foreign Research on Expansion of Objective Scope of Res Judicata. 
This part mainly introduces kinds of theories and systems of objective scope of res 
judicata in current world. To explore a positive road for our country, the author makes 
comments on merit and demerit of every theory and system.  
Chapter three: Domestic Research on Relativity of Objective Scope of Res 
Judicata. In this chapter, the author turns research perspectives back home. After 














scope in our country, this chapter analyses the domestic research on force of pre-
determined fact.  
Chapter four: The System Design of Objective Scope of Res Judicata in Our 
Country. Based on the content above, the author concludes that the system design of 
objective scope of res judicata in our country ， compared with foreign 
countries ,should take the opposite path. Meanwhile, to realize values, as avoid 
conflict judgment, improve the efficiency of lawsuit etc. we need to introduce interim 
judgment system, reform judgment document structure and strengthen application of 
the principle of good faith. 
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